What Responsibilities Do Most of Us Catholics Avoid?

Objective 

Membership in the Church assumes a person’s intention to participate as fully as possible in the spiritual and sacramental life of the Catholic faith community. Active participation includes weekly attendance at Sunday Eucharist; personal prayer; assent to Catholic doctrine, moral and social teaching; a continuing effort to grow in one’s understanding and practice of the faith; and a contribution of time, talent and financial support to the parish and to those in need. Further, the Church expects that fathers will participate in the faith formation of your children. 

Song Suggestion: God Has Chosen Me (Blue 166, Red 669, Music Issue 379)
Bible & Catechism Readings  

Acts 2:42-47
They devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles and to the communal life, to the breaking of the bread and to the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their property and possessions and divide them among all according to each one’s need.  Every day they devoted themselves to meeting together in the temple area and to breaking bread in their homes. They ate their meals with exultation and sincerity of heart, praising God and enjoying favor with all the people. And every day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Acts 20:28
Keep watch over yourselves and over the whole flock of which the holy Spirit has appointed you overseers, in which you tend the church of God that he acquired with his own blood.

Matthew 28:19-20 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.
Catechism 783 

Jesus Christ is the one whom the Father anointed with the Holy Spirit and established as priest, prophet and king. The whole people of God participate in these three offices of Christ and bears the responsibilities for mission and service that flow from them.
Vignette: 

For years, Marco took his family to Mass. He was always very diligent about getting to church on time because as a young boy. Once there, Marco would stand there with his arms folded, not singing and wearing a scowling expression, because he had other things on his mind. Though he mostly “checked the boxes”, he did so out of obligation putting forth only minimal effort.

When he was an older man, Marco was driving along a road and saw a homeless man walking in the hot sun. He had a sudden call to give the homeless man a lift. The man shared some of his struggles and was very grateful for the kindness Marco showed him.  Marco reflected on this encounter afterwards, and he began to have a new perspective on what it means to be Catholic.  He started becoming more involved in his local parish, and in doing so, developed a deeper faith life.

Questions for Large and Small Group Discussion:

How does your faith impact your relationships with others?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
What rules are most important to you in being a good Catholic?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Do we have any responsibility in the salvation of others we may meet? If we do, when were we given that responsibility?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Why do you think Jesus choose a Samaritan as the “Good Samaritan”?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Have you ever encountered a stranger in trouble? Which of the passersby in the parable have you been?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
In reference to the Catechism, what does it mean to share Christ's role as priest, prophet and king?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Action Plan

1. This week commit to setting a good example for your wife and children of Christian love when interacting with them when any tough situation arises.

2. Consider how your words and actions at work or recreation reflect the sacrificial love of the Good Samaritan.
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