Evangelizing / Practice your faith at work
Objective: 
We are all called by our baptism to evangelize, to spread the good news.  As men, we are often cautious about sharing our hearts and beliefs in an intimate way, especially in the work environment.  Further, once we enter the workplace, we must be mindful that company policies and cultures may further discourage us from sharing the joy of walking with Jesus.  But we must forge ahead and consider how we can be authentic, enthusiastic, non- confrontational ambassadors for Christ.

Song Suggestion: They'll know we are Christians (Blue 476, Red 728, Music Issue 609)
Bible and Catechism Readings: 
Colossians 4:6 
“Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you know how you should respond to each one.”
Matthew 10:19-20 
“Do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say. You will be given at that moment what you are to say. For it will not be you who speak but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you”
Colossians 3:17 
“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”
1 Peter 4:11 
If anyone speaks, he should speak as one conveying the words of God. If anyone serves, he should serve with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.
Catechism from the Prologue paragraph 3
Those who with God's help have welcomed Christ's call and freely responded to it are urged on by love of Christ to proclaim the Good News everywhere in the world. This treasure, received from the apostles, has been faithfully guarded by their successors. All Christ's faithful are called to hand it on from generation to generation, by professing the faith, by living it in fraternal sharing, and by celebrating it in liturgy and prayer..
Vignette:
A few weeks ago, I was reading an excerpt about how a man chose to serve as a missionary on a college campus following graduation. He said that he decided to become a missionary because he wanted to do something meaningful with his life and not just push papers in an office. As an office worker his story struck a chord with me and I began to wonder, can you only be holy if you work for the Church?   Are those who work in an office destined to live a life of mediocrity without meaning?   Upon further reflection, I realized that the various saints show us that holiness is possible in every state of life, even in the office cubicle…
Questions for Large and Small Group Discussion:
We cannot give what we do not have.  Whether it’s daily prayer, enthusiastic participation in the mass each week, devotions such as the rosary, or just quiet time with Jesus, we need to “walk the walk” before we can evangelize.  What are some areas of improvement?  How can I better equip myself?
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Are prayer cards, inspirational messages, crosses, etc appropriate at my desk / workstation?  If so, do I have the courage to display a small symbol of my faith?  If not allowed, what are some alternative expressions?
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Am I familiar with some of the arguments and authors being used these days to convince people that there is no God and that religion is at best foolish and at worst harmful?  Do I know how to counteract these arguments, or where to go for resources? 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sometimes we will encounter coworkers who are unreceptive.  How do I balance my desire to convince / argue, versus just listening, and trying to show them that my relationship with Jesus has brought me joy and peace.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Action Plan:
1. The key is to be open to the Holy Spirit. Pray for the grace to speak the right words at the right moment to your co-workers. If you try to create moments for Faith-sharing, you can come across as fake and cheesy. Trust that the Lord will give you opportunities to share your faith if you follow his lead.
For example, if someone asks you what you did this past weekend, mention that you went to Mass. If the co-worker follows up with a further question about Mass, tell them more about your Faith. If not, don’t awkwardly try to bring the conversation back to the Catholic Faith. Let it go for the moment. You have planted a seed in their hearts. They now know that Catholicism is important to you. If they have more questions, they will come back and ask you later.  
2. Finding a resource that helps argue against the materialistic culture which denies the existence of God
3. This week, as soon as you arrive at work, say a short prayer for those you work with.  
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