What do you do when your adult children reject your Faith values
Objective: 
Get a handle on what many Fathers (and Mothers) are struggling with on how to approach and discuss, with their adult children, the value, need, importance and the blessings received by rekindling  their commitment to the Catholic faith and placing priority in the exercise of faith for both themselves and your Grandchildren.    Be confident that they will see the strength you receive from your faith and that God will find a way into their lives. Be assured that God does put a fire in each of our hearts that ultimately draws us to Him. 
Song Suggestion: Hosea (Blue 190, Red 405 (all 3 verses)
Bible and Catechism Readings:
Jeremiah 5:7 
How can I pardon you? Your children have forsaken me, and have sworn by those who are no gods.
Ephesians 1:17-19: I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18 so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, …
Philippians 4:19: And my God will fully satisfy every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.
Micah 6:8: He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?
Hebrews 10:24: And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds,
Catechism 2221: …“The role of parents in the education is of such importance that it is almost impossible to provide an adequate substitute. “The right and duty of parents to educate their children are primordial and inalienable.
Catechism 2223: … Parents should teach their children to subordinate the “material and instinctual dimensions to interior and spiritual ones” … Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
Vignette: 
Frank and Lois are committed and practicing Catholics, very involved in their Parish and its Ministries. Their four children attended the Parish school, and for the most part Catholic universities. None of their adult children (as in many other Catholic families) are attending Mass or participating in any Catholic activates or ministries. They have not involved their children in Catholicism. Frank and Lois have searched for guidance on this situation from the Catechism, US Bishops Web-site, the Bible and others in their situation but have found virtually nothing directly helpful on this increasingly common “leaving the Church”.   Their family members are all loving, giving individuals that we all would consider good persons. Frank and Lois believe there IS more than one way to get to heaven – They pray for their children and grandchildren that God’s will be done.  
Questions for Large and Small Group Discussion:
Show of hands for those fathers who are faced with this problem in their family?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Speak out on any approach or technique or reference that has been helpful and has not alienated your child or grandchild.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Share the reasons your adult child may be rejecting the Catholic way of life. How does this  affect your family?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
What practices do you have that brings your faith into the family circle and does not cause hard feelings?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
What do you believe are the most important 2-3 reasons your child no longer actively practices the Catholic faith?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Action Plan:
1- If it is obvious to you that your reference or approach was well received by other fathers prepare a written discussion for forwarding to all fathers.
2- Pray the prayer below or identify a prayer you have that relates to this specific family issue and send it to all fathers.
3- Discuss with your priest or write the Archbishop about this church problem and ask why so little is written or available for how to deal with it in your family.
PARENT PRAYER FOR OLDER CHILDREN
Lord God, you know my inadequacies and my weaknesses, not only in parenting, but in every area of my life. I did the best I could, but it wasn’t good enough. I pray now as you broke the loaves of fishes to feed the 5,000 take my meager effort and use it to bless my family. Make up for the things I did wrong. Satisfy the needs I have not satisfied. Jesus, please wrap your great and loving arms around my children and draw them close to you and be there when they stand at the great crossroads between right and wrong, good and evil. All I can give you is my best and I have done that. Therefore, I submit to you my children and myself and the job I did as a parent. The outcome now belongs to you Lord. Amen. 
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