Finding and accepting the Father’s Love
Objective: 
Are you just checking the boxes or really living your prayer life? We are all like our children who don’t understand why we say no to things they think they should or want to have. As parents we use our experiences and what others have experienced as a result of similar wants and desires when making our decisions. God who is, and who we believe to be, our Father, can see into the future and knows the results of those wants and desires. Learning to accept His will is exactly the same as our desire for our children to accept our guidance.  When it comes to what we want and feel we need, we become the child, God is the Father we need to accept his guidance.
We go to church and receive the Eucharist, pray a little bit, put money in the collection basket leave church and think we’ve done our duty. Now we can do as we please, never changing, never practicing what we say we believe when we were in Gods house.
Song Suggestion: City of God (Blue 100 Red 663)
Suggested Bible and Catechism Readings:
Romans 5:8
God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
1 John 3:1
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
John 3:16 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
Galatians 2:20 
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave himself for me.
1 John 4:7-8 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love
Catechism 2787 
When we say "our" Father, we recognize first that all his promises of love announced by the prophets are fulfilled in the new and eternal covenant in his Christ: we have become "his" people and he is henceforth "our" God. This new relationship is the purely gratuitous gift of belonging to each other: we are to respond to "grace and truth" given us in Jesus Christ with love and faithfulness.
Catechism 218
In the course of its history, Israel was able to discover that God had only one reason to reveal himself to them, a single motive for choosing them from among all peoples as his special possession: his sheer gratuitous love. And thanks to the prophets Israel understood that it was again out of love that God never stopped saving them and pardoning their unfaithfulness and sins.
Vignette:
If we think back to our earliest memory we are told that God loves us. Then things happen and we become confused and we don’t feel loved. We become lost and turn to destructive and harmful activities that feel good while we do them but leave us more lost and unloved, unworthy of love. If we are lucky or is it God’s never ending love for us, He sends someone or something that turns us around if we pay attention and life is good again. Luck?
Questions for Large and Small Group Discussion:
Have I accepted that I am worthy of God’s love?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Do you practice the 8 beatitudes or do you just pick and choose, then say I’m good?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Do you show others by your actions, practices, and speech that you are loved?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Are you saying and actually doing what you are saying you believe?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Is your prayer life shown only in the parish and not outside the parish?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Have I changed from “do what I say, not what I do” to “do as I do”?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
What boxes have I checked or not checked?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Action Plan:
1. What do I feel I can change in my prayer and my social life?
2. Will I fully commit to these changes? 
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