Moral Absolutes; as it applies to us, and our children
Objective: 
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI wrote about moral absolutes June 19, 2019. The moral doctrine of Holy Scripture has its uniqueness ultimately predicated in its adhering to the image of God, in faith in the one God who showed himself in Jesus Christ, and who lived as a human being. The Decalogue [10 commandments] is an application of the biblical faith in God to human life. The image of God and morality belong together and thus result a distinct Christian attitude towards the world and human life. In other words, Catholics believe there are intrinsic acts of evil which are not allowed ANY EXCEPTION.  As fathers and Catholic family leaders we have responsibility to self and our children in their faith journeys.  Personal examples abound where moral absolutes are tested by faux tradeoffs. These situations provide teachable moments for our children. Moral absolutes are the battlefield tests of your armor’s metal.  Explore moral absolutes with your team. Increase mutual understandings about why moral absolutes are important and bind us to God.  Get ideas about how to help your children put on enough armor to keep them assured of salvation.
Song Suggestion: Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory (Blue 308, Red 759, Music Issue 615)
Bible and Catechism Readings: 
Exodus 15:26 
He said, “If you will listen carefully to the voice of the Lord your God, and do what is right in his sight, and give heed to his commandments and keep all his statutes, I will not bring upon you any of the diseases that I brought upon the Egyptians; for I am the Lord who heals you.”
Mathew 19: 16-19
 Then someone came to him and said, “Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal life?”  And he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only one who is good. If you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments.”  He said to him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; Honor your father and mother; also, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
Catechism 1749
Freedom makes man a moral subject. When he acts deliberately, man is, so to speak, the father of his acts. Human acts, that is, acts that are freely chosen in consequence of a judgment of conscience, can be morally evaluated. They are either good or evil. 
Vignette: 
Everyone encounters real life situations where they are presented the opportunity to trade-off one thing for another.  Trade-offs are a decision to choose one thing over another.  As Catholics we are aware that only a very few things are not to be traded-off because those actions chosen separate us from God.  God, through Bible history and directly from Jesus informs us there are moral absolutes that if not followed make salvation impossible.   Being responsible personal and Catholic household leaders gives us the opportunity lay a strong foundation beneath moral absolutes; for ourselves, our spouses and children.  It is that foundation that becomes armor.  It sets us up to not to trade-off moral absolutes when the time arrives. Times when you might yield to a moral absolute temptation like adultery.  Some other examples are times when it is most difficult to love your neighbor. Or a situation where someone is presented with a trade-off by testifying to false witness versus truthing to avoid a negative consequence or get even.  Or a future time when choosing to discuss “morning after pills” with a daughter; or even the topic of abortion if a daughter becomes pregnant out of marriage.   
Questions for Large and Small Group Discussion:
What are moral absolutes?
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Why do moral absolutes matter?
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Do circumstances matter in evidence of acts that are seriously wrong by reason of their object?
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Is killing always against the moral absolute of not killing?  Give examples and discuss.
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Is killing innocents against the moral absolute of not killing?
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
What is the connect between the idea of conscience and loss of moral absolutes?
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Have you observed violation of negative moral absolutes be excused in society today?
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Action Plan:
What will you do to help your children understand moral absolutes and adhere to them?
Where can you go to discuss situations where you might be put to the test on a moral absolute?
Are you and your spouse mentally and morally aligned on moral absolutes; if not what do you need to discuss?
Author: Kurt Buckman 


https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2019/06/26/the-decline-in-a-belief-in-moral-absolutes/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2016/12/13/why-moral-absolutes-matter/

 HYPERLINK ""

