Finishing strong (what is the tipping point?) 
Objective: 
We go through our lives trying to get closer to God and becoming the person he wants us to be.  Or, we go through our lives and come to a point where we begin to think we don’t need God, and we can manage better without him.   What is that tipping point where we decide to follow him, or turn away?  Have we made that choice yet? Obviously, we must choose to make Him our first priority.   If we haven’t done it yet, what is holding us back? 
We all know who the model is for finishing strong.  He is the one who is lifted high on the cross in His ultimate act of finishing strong. What are the attributes at work here? Total surrender to the Father and His will, sacrifice of His whole self, and trust in the Father’s love and providential plan.
Song Suggestion: How Can I Keep From Singing? (Blue 192, Red 598, Gather 260)
Bible and Catechism Readings: 
Luke 23:39-43
Now one of the criminals hanging there reviled Jesus, saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us.” The other, however, rebuking him, said in reply, “Have you no fear of God, for you are subject to the same condemnation?  And indeed, we have been condemned justly, for the sentence we received corresponds to our crimes, but this man has done nothing criminal.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” He replied to him, “Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
Luke 15:27-32
The servant said to him, ‘Your brother has returned and your father has slaughtered the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’  He became angry, and when he refused to enter the house, his father came out and pleaded with him.  He said to his father in reply, ‘Look, all these years I served you and not once did I disobey your orders; yet you never gave me even a young goat to feast on with my friends.  But when your son returns who swallowed up your property with prostitutes, for him you slaughter the fattened calf.’  He said to him, ‘My son, you are here with me always; everything I have is yours.  But now we must celebrate and rejoice, because your brother was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.’”
2Tim 4:6-10
For I am already being poured out like a libation, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have competed well; I have finished the race; I have kept the faith.  From now on the crown of righteousness awaits me, which the Lord, the just judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me, but to all who have longed for his appearance.  Try to join me soon, for Demas, enamored of the present world, deserted me and went to Thessalonica, 
Catechism 1426
Conversion to Christ, the new birth of Baptism, the gift of the Holy Spirit and the Body and Blood of Christ received as food have made us "holy and without blemish," just as the Church herself, the Bride of Christ, is "holy and without blemish." Nevertheless the new life received in Christian initiation has not abolished the frailty and weakness of human nature, nor the inclination to sin, which remains in the baptized such that with the help of the grace of Christ they may prove themselves in the struggle of Christian life. This is the struggle of conversion directed toward holiness and eternal life to which the Lord never ceases to call us.
Vignette: 
Ted and Andy are twin brothers.  They had grown up together as all twins do.  They were part of a loving family, who taught them the Catholic faith.  Fast forward to their adult lives – both married with a couple of high school age kids each.  Each successful in their careers.  Both still Catholic, albeit mostly just “checking the boxes”.  Although they each have their challenges, both families are in pretty good shape.  Then, both of their parents die suddenly in a tragic accident.
Ted takes it particularly hard, and begins to lose what little faith he had.  “If there is a God, why would he let this happen?”  He and his family drift away from any religion at all.  He has basically decided that he is going to invest in his career and family, and that is it.  He pursues material possessions and vacations with his family.    Still a good man, but he is basically working on his own agenda, focused on the present.
Andy also takes it hard, and he also questions his faith.  However, for some reason, he starts to examine his faith and tries to find an explanation for what has happened.  Ironically, he begins to dig deeper and find comfort in his faith.  He spends more time learning and discovering things about his faith that makes him feel more at peace.  He and his family start going to Mass regularly.  He makes an effort to pray more often.  As he goes about his work, he looks at it in a different light – like he is acting according to God’s purpose for him.  He is more aware of bringing his faith to life in his relationship with his wife and kids.  He now begins to appreciate that he is working on God’s agenda, focused on the future.
Ted and Andy still see each other pretty regularly, but they clearly don’t see eye to eye on faith anymore.  They just start arguing when the topic of religion comes up, and then they just drop it.  Andy hasn’t given up though...
Questions for Large and Small Group Discussion:
In the parable of the prodigal son, compare the 2 sons and how they are “finishing”.  Who is “finishing strong”? 
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Discuss how the 2 thieves crucified with Christ are “finishing”.  What is Jesus’ role? 
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In Paul’s 2Tim reading, compare Paul’s finish with Demas’.  Which one are you?  Are we too focused on the present world to lose sight of the final prize?
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Do you feel like you have reached your “tipping point”?  What can you share about it?
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This topic may be “preaching to the choir”.   If so, how might you help someone else “tip” in the right way?
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When times get tough or “boring”, do you turn toward God or away?
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What are ways you can keep your focus on your faith?
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Action Plan:
The most important key of the “finish strong” mentality, in order for it to be truly good, is that we are finishing strong in God’s will for us in every given circumstance, not in what the spirit of the world, the flesh, or the devil wants us to be.
1. I will discuss with my wife this idea of “finishing strong” and determine if we are on a good path.
2. I will identify specific actions that I will take to either get me on this path and/or keep me there.
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