Materialism, and How to Parent Effectively Against It
Objective: 
The material world is present to all of us, rich, poor, and everything in between. Knowing the true value of money and possessions is important for all, but especially for parents. How parents teach their children about the use of money affects communities, churches, families, and individual souls. 
Song Suggestion:  Lord of All Hopefulness ( Blue 273, Red 560)
Bible and Catechism Readings: 
Mark 12:41-44: 
He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”
Matthew 19: 16-22: 
Then someone came to him and said, “Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal life?” And he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only one who is good. If you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments.” He said to him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; Honor your father and mother; also, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” The young man said to him, “I have kept all these; what do I still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you wish to be perfect, go, sell your possessions, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” When the young man heard this word, he went away grieving, for he had many possessions.
2 Corinthians 8:1-5: 
We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that has been granted to the churches of Macedonia;  for during a severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part.  For, as I can testify, they voluntarily gave according to their means, and even beyond their means,  begging us earnestly for the privilege of sharing in this ministry to the saints—  and this, not merely as we expected; they gave themselves first to the Lord and, by the will of God, to us
Catechism 33: 
The human person: with his openness to truth and beauty, his sense of moral goodness, his freedom and the voice of his conscience, with his longings for the infinite and for happiness, man questions himself about God's existence. In all this he discerns signs of his spiritual soul. The soul, the "seed of eternity we bear in ourselves, irreducible to the merely material", can have its origin only in God.
Catechism 2446
St. John Chrysostom vigorously recalls this: “Not to enable the poor to share in our goods is to steal from them and deprive them of life. The goods we possess are not ours but theirs. “ “The demands of justice must be satisfied first of all; that which is already due in justice is not to be offered as a gift of charity”.
Vignette:
Jim has a lot of stuff. A garage, a basement, an attic, a utility shed, closets: all of them are crammed with stuff. Jim’s not a hoarder and definitely doesn’t consider himself to be greedy. He puts a couple bucks in the offertory basket some weeks and most years he and his family donate to the giving tree at Christmastime. While pricing out storage units at the dining room table (and wincing at the cost), Jim’s son asks him for help with his PRP assignment on the widow’s mite. Jim pauses to think about his own priorities. 
Questions for Large and Small Group Discussion:
Before I can parent in an intentional way, I have to examine myself.  Do I make material possessions or money more important than I should?  In what way might they be replacing God in my life?
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While as a parent I may be firmly convinced that the material world is not all there is, do I talk with my children about it?  Am I a witness to that reality through my prayer life, how I spend my free time, and how I choose to spend my money?
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Do I need to sell everything and give it to the poor, or am I to give more proportionately?  Should I tithe?  How do I know what I should do?
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Action Plan:
This week, I will do my best to discourage materialism in my children by:
1. Talking as a family about how we might simplify our lives
2. Praying as a family to saints such as Francis of Assisi or Teresa of Calcutta and asking for their intercession to help us discern if our approach to possessions should change
3. Taking them to do service in poorer communities
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