Our Call to Social Justice
Objective:  
Who is my neighbor?  Today, more than ever, we need to be mindful that Christ taught us that all humans are our neighbors, from the greatest to the least.  We must act like the Good Samaritan… with charity, mercy, forbearance, and benevolence…. all the more to the most oppressed.  

This is at the heart of social justice.

Our catechism articulates foundational teaching that calls for respect for each human person, recognizes differences among men…yet confirms each as having a God given right to dignity, and affirms the human solidarity that calls us all to Christian brotherhood. 

The Church shares seven themes of Catholic social teaching, through papal, conciliar, and episcopal documents.  They are the right to life and dignity of the human person, the call to family and community, each person’s rights and responsibilities, the need to care for the most vulnerable among us, a call to ensure all a dignified work environment, and confirmation of our need to care for God’s creation.

Our challenge is to thoughtfully consider our personal response to the call for social justice, and act!

Song Suggestion:  Prayer of St Francis (Blue 368, Red 721) , or We Are Called by David Haas
Bible and Catechism Readings
Deuteronomy 10:17-19
 For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who is not partial and takes no bribe,  who executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and who loves the strangers, providing them food and clothing.  You shall also love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.

Micah 6:8
He has told you, O man, what is good; And what does the Lord require of you, But to do justice, to love kindly, And to walk humbly with your God?

Proverbs 29:7
The righteous is concerned for the rights of the poor, the wicked does not understand such concern.

Romans 12:15-18
Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are.  Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all.  If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.

Catechism 1929
Social justice can be obtained only in respecting the transcendent dignity of man. The person represents the ultimate end of society, which is ordered to him: What is at stake is the dignity of the human person, whose defense and promotion have been entrusted to us by the Creator, and to whom the men and women at every moment of history are strictly and responsibly in debt.

Catechism 1932 
The duty of making oneself a neighbor to others and actively serving them becomes even more urgent when it involves the disadvantaged, in whatever area this may be. "As you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me."

Catechism 1936 

On coming into the world, man is not equipped with everything he needs for developing his bodily and spiritual life. He needs others. Differences appear tied to age, physical abilities, intellectual or moral aptitudes, the benefits derived from social commerce, and the distribution of wealth. The "talents" are not distributed equally.

Catechism 1941 
Socio-economic problems can be resolved only with the help of all the forms of solidarity: solidarity of the poor among themselves, between rich and poor, of workers among themselves, between employers and employees in a business, solidarity among nations and peoples. International solidarity is a requirement of the moral order; world peace depends in part upon this.

Vignette:
Joe was tired of the “social justice worriers”…..the cries typically came from the folks who had little and or were anxious to give away other people’s money.  And yet, there was something that moved him to be more sensitive and focused on the requests for time and money to assist those who were really in need.  How does he understand in today’s environment those who have legitimate needs?  Maybe he just needs to go out and get his hands dirty to truly understand were the real need exists.  Maybe there is need beyond the stories of an addict who refused to take care of himself.  Maybe he could really put a dent in the lives of folks who candidly had not been blessed with the opportunities and circumstances that he had in his life.  Maybe it was time to reread and contemplate in a much deeper way the call of our Lord’s Sermon on the Mount and critically consider how he was doing against that measurement.   Maybe he really did need to be less judgmental and get more personally involved.
Questions for Large and Small Group Discussion:
Have I taken the time to understand what the notion of Social Justice means?  Am I aware that its basis comes from Christ’s call to treat others (all others) as our neighbor?  Am I aware that it springs from Respect of Human Person, Equality and Differences among men, and the Solidarity of All?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
What do you think are the biggest social justice issues in your life?  How big a circle are you drawing when you consider that?  Might there be issues you are being called to get involved in right in your town?  Your neighborhood?  On your street?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Who do you know that is actually working/volunteering on social justice issues?  What are they doing?  Do they sense they are making a difference?  What are they “bringing to the table”?   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
There is hardly a newscast or media event that does not in some way include a discussion of immigration and “aliens.”  When I ponder this do I view “aliens” as the children of God that they are.  Is there anything I can do about it?  Might my contribution be ensuring that discussion of the immigration topic be sensitive to humans in this struggle?  Might it be more than that?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
What resources do I have to work for social justice?  Is it time?  Is it talent?  Is it advocacy?  How can I take the first step to “act.”  What are the organizations I need to learn more about that work in the ways of the Good Samaritan?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Action Plan:
Read and understand the Social Justice topic in the Catholic Catechism and become familiar with themes of church teaching.
Discuss the topic of Social Justice with your family and friends in a positive light baring in mind Social Justice teachings.  
Find out who is active (volunteering or otherwise) working for social justice and understand how they took steps to make a difference. 
Pray for direction and Take Action!
Author: Reid Rooney
Resources
Catholic Social Teaching 101 Videos and Materials
https://www.crs.org/resource-center/CST-101
Catechism on Social Justice
Respect for the Human Condition

Equality and Differences Among Men

Human Solidarity

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p3s1c2a3.htm
Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching.cfm
The Church's social teaching is a rich treasure of wisdom about building a just society and living lives of holiness amidst the challenges of modern society. Modern Catholic social teaching has been articulated through a tradition of papal, conciliar, and episcopal documents. The depth and richness of this tradition can be understood best through a direct reading of these documents. In these brief reflections, we highlight several of the key themes that are at the heart of our Catholic social tradition.

Life and Dignity of the Human Person

The Catholic Church proclaims that human life is sacred and that the dignity of the human person is the foundation of a moral vision for society. This belief is the foundation of all the principles of our social teaching. In our society, human life is under direct attack from abortion and euthanasia. The value of human life is being threatened by cloning, embryonic stem cell research, and the use of the death penalty. The intentional targeting of civilians in war or terrorist attacks is always wrong. Catholic teaching also calls on us to work to avoid war. Nations must protect the right to life by finding increasingly effective ways to prevent conflicts and resolve them by peaceful means. We believe that every person is precious, that people are more important than things, and that the measure of every institution is whether it threatens or enhances the life and dignity of the human person.

Call to Family, Community, and Participation

The person is not only sacred but also social. How we organize our society -- in economics and politics, in law and policy -- directly affects human dignity and the capacity of individuals to grow in community. Marriage and the family are the central social institutions that must be supported and strengthened, not undermined. We believe people have a right and a duty to participate in society, seeking together the common good and well-being of all, especially the poor and vulnerable.

Rights and Responsibilities

The Catholic tradition teaches that human dignity can be protected and a healthy community can be achieved only if human rights are protected and responsibilities are met. Therefore, every person has a fundamental right to life and a right to those things required for human decency. Corresponding to these rights are duties and responsibilities--to one another, to our families, and to the larger society.

Option for the Poor and Vulnerable

A basic moral test is how our most vulnerable members are faring. In a society marred by deepening divisions between rich and poor, our tradition recalls the story of the Last Judgment (Mt 25:31-46) and instructs us to put the needs of the poor and vulnerable first.

The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers

The economy must serve people, not the other way around. Work is more than a way to make a living; it is a form of continuing participation in Gods creation. If the dignity of work is to be protected, then the basic rights of workers must be respected--the right to productive work, to decent and fair wages, to the organization and joining of unions, to private property, and to economic initiative.

Solidarity

We are one human family whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, and ideological differences. We are our brothers and sisters keepers, wherever they may be. Loving our neighbor has global dimensions in a shrinking world. At the core of the virtue of solidarity is the pursuit of justice and peace. Pope Paul VI taught that if you want peace, work for justice.1 The Gospel calls us to be peacemakers. Our love for all our sisters and brothers demands that we promote peace in a world surrounded by violence and conflict.

Care for God's Creation

We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of creation. Care for the earth is not just an Earth Day slogan, it is a requirement of our faith. We are called to protect people and the planet, living our faith in relationship with all of Gods creation. This environmental challenge has fundamental moral and ethical dimensions that cannot be ignored.

Compendium of Social Doctrine of the Church
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/justpeace/documents/rc_pc_justpeace_doc_20060526_compendio-dott-soc_en.html
Book that more fully articulates Catholic teaching on Social Justice.

