Mobile Food Van Notes:

· I spoke to Gail Koford at Interparish ministry again about the request they 
made for us to sponsor the refrigerated mobile food pantry van at IHM.  I 
have attached a press release that they sent about the mobile van for you to 
review.  I spoke to Fr. Tom and he wanted some other details and Gail and I 
reviewed some of these questions.

  a.. The cost of loading the van from the Freestore  Food bank is $500 
however we do not have to donate the cost....we can have the mobile pantry 
come to IHM at no cost however they would love to have us underwrite the 
cost.  Empowerment Fund has decided that this does not fit the guidelines so 
if we do want to underwrite the $500, if would need to come from another 
source such as St. Vincent De Paul or KOC.  Again, we can have the mobile 
pantry with no funding.  The refrigerated food pantry offers food not 
available at the regular food pantries such as meat and fresh produce.

  a.. Between 60 to 100 people have been coming to the mobile food pantry 
each time.  So far they have served the community since last October 2010.
They have done 2 trips to Mt. Moriah Church, 3 times to Landmark Baptist and 
in June will do a church in Milford.  They feel the program is a success.
Most of these people are already clients of IPM but new people are welcome 
and they can fill out the paper work.  IPM will have staff on board to 
assist.  Additionally, they can produce a flyer in Spanish for our Spanish 
Mass folks and can have a Spanish interpreter onsite the day we have the 
mobile unit.  A new client needs a picture ID and a copy of something that 
has their name and address as residing in Hamilton Co. or Clermont co.
(Eastern side of Hamilton Co.).  This could even be a letter addressed to 
them and post marked.  This might also be a plus for residents of the SEM 
manor.

  a.. The Interparish Ministry and the Freestore  Food bank does carry 
insurance so any injury or problem would be covered by them.

  a.. We can have the mobile food pantry 1 or 2 times a  year and Gail 
suggested August or October as open months for us to consider trying (this 
would be 1 time and then we can decide another time next spring).  We can 
see how it works, no commitment needed.

  a.. IHM needs to supply 20 volunteers for the 4 hour period.  The van 
comes and it takes one hour to set up.  They are open for two hours and it 
takes 1 hour to break down.  Volunteers could come for 1 hour to set up or 
stay for all 4 hours or come to break down....we can work that out.
Volunteers can be of any age: adults, High School, Jr. High, about 10 years 
old and up.  Small children would not be appropriate but families are 
welcome to come.  This might work of the youth group or service hours etc.
IPM can do a weekday or Saturday.  Suggested times are 9 am- 1 pm.  Set up 1 
hour, open from 10 am –12 noon and 1 hour break down.
I spoke to Gail about the East parking lot near the St. Vincent de Paul box 
and she thought that was fine.  They do not need any power hook up or 
anything else, just space.  Gail did mention that if we did this in the 
extreme cold weather, we might consider using a room instead of the van so 
people can come in out of the cold.

Are there any other questions I did not think of?  Fr. Tom is going to 
decide if we can do this project and I guess SMC would be in charge of 
organizing the volunteers and logistics.

Thanks,
Sherrie Heyse

April 28:  Fr. Tom approved the project

May 2:  SMAC approved going forward however we will see if we can get another group to be the leadership and provide volunteers.  Sherrie will call Tim Arnold with Father’s team and also Ken Cornish  copy in emails.

